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Engineer activity 

School data at a glance 

 

November 2014  

The Energy Zone had a very high percentage of active students, up to 91% of the registered students chatted, asked 

a question, commented or voted in the site. Laura Tobin, the zone winner, attended to every live chat and was 

therefore responsible of more than half of the scientists’ lines of live chat. The number of answers to ASK questions, 

on the other hand, was well distributed among the five engineers who took part in this zone. 
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Popular topics 

The vast majority of the questions were about 

being an engineer, though the theme of energy 

and the science behind engineering was also 

picked up by students.  

 

There were very few questions that were asked about specific aspects of the engineers work. However, there was a 

lot of interest in the project that Laura plans to develop with her prize money: a lighthouse marquee. Students were 

also curious to learn about new sources of energy, like wind or the ocean — Ashley’s and Ray’s work focuses. 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ENERGY 

ZONE 

ZONES 

AVERAGE 

Registered students 
299 208 

% of active students (used ASK, 

CHAT, VOTE or commented) 91% 87% 

Questions asked 
505 494 

Questions approved 
221 227 

Answers given 
646 609 

Comments 
54 40 

Votes 
267 181 

Lines of live chat  
4,524 2,588 

Live chats 
18 13 

Schools 
6 11 

ENERGY ZONE PAGE 

VIEWS 

ZONES 

AVERAGE 

Total zone 18,303 13,558 

ASK page 1,260 1,106 

CHAT page 2,939 1,684 

VOTE page 1,164 824 

Keywords from live chats in the zone (the size of the word represents its popularity) 

Number of page views during the event (plus 

previous week and following weekend) 

 

Key figures from the Energy Zone, and the average of 
the 2 zones 
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Keywords of questions asked in the zone (the zone 

topic was not used a keyword) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example questions 

“Why did you want to study solar cells process 

mimic photosynthesis?” 
“If you could invent something new and 

creative what would it be and why?” 

“is it difficult to use the waves, tides and wind 

as a source of energy?” 
“Are you ever pre judged and ever heard sexist 

comments being said to you or about you 

because of your gender;feminine ?”  

“I was wondering how do birds sit on high-

voltage power lines without getting 

electrocuted!? ” 

“ is it difficult to use the waves, tides and wind 

as a source of energy?” 

“how would you make ireland use more 

renewable energy?” 

“Have you ever worked really hard for 

something and failed?” 

“What kind of light house would you be 

making ?” 

“Do you make things energy efficient?! :)” 

“What kind of training do you do in the 

National Control Centre?” 

“Can Sound be converted to energy ? that we 

could use?” 

“What’s the difference between a motor and an 

engine??” 

“ Because you used to be a lecturer is that any 

help with being an engineer?” 

Keyword 
Number 

of times 

career 72 

research 53 

routine 25 

work 24 

education 22 

achievement 21 

personal 20 

invention 20 

quirky 18 

I’m an Engineer 15 

technology 15 

inspiration 14 

experiment 14 

advice 13 

preference 12 

energy 9 

difficult 9 

life 8 

money 8 

outreach 7 
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Examples of good engagement 

The engineers dealt with all the students’ questions with good humour, and they took advantage of certain 

opportunities to explain some crucial points about engineering and the engineer’s role: 

“What’s your biggest challenge as an engineer?” – student 

“Trying to figure out what to do next. There are so many problems that I need to solve, I need to first figure out 

what's the best way to solve it. Sometimes I need special equipment and I don't have the budget, other times I 

need special skills (like maths) that I don't have, so I have to figure out who to talk to, who can help. Also there 

might be ethical issues too!”– Laura Tobin, engineer 

Engineers were also good at answering quirky questions, like this one about raising the Titanic: 

“Will there ever be enough energy to take the Titanic off the ocean floor?” – farrelo, student 

 

“It’s not a question of energy. Recovering the titanic is technically possible. I have been working with the 

company who recovered the costa concordia. It’s a question of cost and legality... It would be an incredible feat 

of engineering but it could be done.” – Ray Alcorn, engineer 

 

Engineer winner: Laura Tobin 

Laura’s plans for the prize money: “I want to spend the money on creating “Lighthouse”, a 

mobile pop-up darkroom. It’ll be a marquee with blackout curtains and lots of interesting optical 

experiments and illusions inside. The problem is that the cool optical experiments that we can do 

requires darkness. For example, it’s very hard to see lasers in daylight. This Lighthouse will be a 

large marquee with blackout curtains to make it nice and dark. It’ll be like a House of Horrors but 

without the scary stuff, just really cool light stuff and optical illusions” Read Laura’s thank you 

message here. 

Student winner: Rach 

For great engagement during the event, Rach will receive a €25 iTunes voucher and a certificate.  

Feedback  

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and engineers but here are a few of the comments made 

during the event… 

 

 

 

 

 

“Thx very much all answers are very educational 
and relevant. Links were great” – Louise Farragher, 
student 

“That is really interesting engineers! I might take 

on the role myself .” – Ore Jay, student 

 

 “I've really enjoyed, been wanting to get involved since it 

began” – engineer 

“The fact that some of the questions were silly and I could 

answer sometimes in a jokey way meant that the ice was 

soon broken and they were able to ask all kinds of things 

and thus get a better picture of the engineering 

profession” – engineer 
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